
Table B-141.  Graduate students in science and engineering fields in research I institutions,

by detailed field: 1992-1999

Field 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

...............Total, science and engineering fields 216,965 219,188 217,257 212,808 207,836 201,726 199,776 203,188

.................................................Sciences, total 150,392 152,848 152,792 150,989 148,510 143,665 142,072 144,089

.................................Physical sciences, total 22,333 22,255 21,758 21,039 20,267 19,539 19,161 19,642
...................................................Astronomy 774 771 867 818 788 699 746 762

....................................................Chemistry 12,131 12,246 12,145 11,942 11,666 11,286 11,007 11,410
........................................................Physics 9,290 9,104 8,582 8,129 7,678 7,447 7,318 7,368

.............................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 138 134 164 150 135 107 90 102

..................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 8,035 8,208 8,233 8,090 7,784 7,400 7,227 7,066
.................................Atmospheric sciences 836 857 836 800 776 783 671 635

...............................................Geosciences 4,206 4,231 4,216 4,060 3,901 3,715 3,573 3,530
.............................................Oceanography 1,407 1,438 1,540 1,400 1,329 1,244 1,299 1,274

..............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 1,586 1,682 1,641 1,830 1,778 1,658 1,684 1,627

..................................Mathematical sciences 10,496 10,293 10,129 9,809 9,505 8,855 8,631 8,581

.......................................Computer sciences 11,389 11,579 11,319 11,225 11,482 11,609 12,230 13,527

.....................................Agricultural sciences 7,796 7,892 8,058 8,110 7,907 7,716 7,450 7,353

...............................Biological sciences, total 32,723 33,804 34,684 34,606 34,182 33,375 33,683 34,441
......................................................Anatomy 610 609 637 614 662 637 605 608

................................................Biochemistry 3,821 3,909 3,953 3,813 3,624 3,505 3,600 3,585
........................................................Biology 5,006 5,003 5,074 4,950 5,062 5,160 4,912 4,879

................................Biometry/epidemiology 1,982 2,236 2,210 2,283 2,446 2,338 2,842 2,962
...................................................Biophysics 676 701 708 729 745 662 641 617

.........................................................Botany 1,781 1,796 1,818 1,686 1,647 1,555 1,571 1,565
..................................................Cell biology 2,350 2,556 2,829 2,945 2,925 2,891 2,888 3,084

.......................................................Ecology 882 971 1,062 1,113 1,107 1,117 1,133 1,195
.............................Entomology/parasitology 951 992 1,023 978 975 915 914 887

......................................................Genetics 1,279 1,399 1,327 1,300 1,333 1,374 1,325 1,380
..............Microbio., immunology, & virology 3,428 3,508 3,569 3,570 3,494 3,444 3,463 3,498

.......................................................Nutrition 2,734 2,858 2,967 3,058 2,922 2,727 2,605 2,686
....................................................Pathology 1,049 1,069 1,080 1,043 1,030 1,008 983 1,034

.............................................Pharmacology 1,852 1,965 2,061 1,970 1,947 1,909 2,010 1,991
...................................................Physiology 1,627 1,626 1,624 1,641 1,505 1,473 1,405 1,350

.......................................................Zoology 1,273 1,276 1,263 1,254 1,128 1,028 1,020 980
......................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 1,422 1,330 1,479 1,659 1,630 1,632 1,766 2,140

....................................................Psychology 12,378 12,420 12,338 12,227 12,023 11,808 11,701 11,392

....................................Social sciences, total 45,242 46,397 46,273 45,883 45,360 43,363 41,989 42,087
................................Agricultural economics 1,918 1,767 1,695 1,754 1,572 1,486 1,453 1,466

..................Anthropology (cultural & social) 4,974 5,079 5,206 5,081 5,170 4,984 4,921 5,006
..................Economics (except agricultural) 8,085 8,145 8,068 7,809 7,340 6,900 6,758 6,792

..................................................Geography 2,231 2,297 2,306 2,267 2,279 2,298 2,226 2,255
...................................................Linguistics 2,185 2,210 2,204 2,190 2,196 2,095 1,967 1,950

...........................................Political science 14,844 15,420 14,776 14,611 14,138 13,301 12,809 12,844
.....................................................Sociology 5,043 5,160 5,146 5,085 4,973 4,930 4,690 4,703

...............................Sociology/anthropology 400 447 453 437 447 441 436 405
.................................Social sciences, n.e.c. 5,562 5,872 6,419 6,649 7,245 6,928 6,729 6,666

............................................Engineering, total 66,573 66,340 64,465 61,819 59,326 58,061 57,704 59,099
.................................Aerospace engineering 3,129 3,033 2,834 2,574 2,421 2,392 2,474 2,523
................................Agricultural engineering 818 848 878 862 832 789 773 786
.................................Biomedical engineering 1,930 2,041 2,049 2,065 2,063 2,057 2,128 2,373

...................................Chemical engineering 4,352 4,480 4,512 4,459 4,402 4,200 4,173 4,104
...........................................Civil engineering 11,279 11,187 11,434 11,326 10,828 10,383 9,969 9,898

....................................Electrical engineering 19,313 19,071 17,979 16,810 16,293 16,833 16,998 17,608
......................................Engineering science 1,668 1,638 1,554 1,455 1,308 1,222 1,283 1,153

........................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 5,748 5,586 5,425 5,223 4,860 4,468 4,407 4,724
................................Mechanical engineering 11,180 11,298 10,937 10,327 9,985 9,428 9,213 9,361

..........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 3,825 3,783 3,624 3,493 3,337 3,301 3,290 3,229
......................................Nuclear engineering 1,194 1,218 1,151 1,047 910 839 784 794

........................................Engineering, n.e.c. 2,137 2,157 2,088 2,178 2,087 2,149 2,212 2,546

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering 


